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President’s Corner 
Saratoga County RACES Association held its 23rd annual 
hamfest on Saturday, September 13, 2008.  The day 
started extremely foggy (yes, just like the year we had the 
helicopter rides); turned to rain, then became a great day.   

Everyone says hamfest attendance is declining, and many 
feel it is a dying hobby.  I am not sure who “everyone” is 
but…we again pulled off a fantastic hamfest.  I was a bit 
nervous when the early numbers were very low, but  I was 
surprised and happy with our final results.  The 
commercial venders inside the prepaid building were also 
very happy and will return next year. Here’s the rundown: 

� We had 452 paid admissions (down from last year) 

� $132.00 in our 50/50 raffle, which was split with 
winner Wayne, KB3RJS 

� $200 in extra tickets sold for FT-857 HF radio, 
which was won by John Sabatino from Stillwater; 
second prize of Holiday Inn gift certificate won by 
Brian, W2JIX) 

� $28 in patches sold 

� $165 in membership renewals or new memberships  

� $130 for table rentals 

� $830.20 sales at food booth (for a profit of $475.67) 

� $50 donation from TARA (thank you all – you have 
always supported our hamfest) 

� There were 6 participants for the foxhunt – 1st 
place – Dave, W2OAV; 2nd place – Matt, W2MRD; 
3rd place – Steve, KC2SMB.   

� Test session had 21 people taking exams, with many 
happy people attending the hamfest after the test. 

After all expenses we made a profit of $2086.66.  As you 
all know, this money is used for the maintenance and 
upkeep or our repeaters.   

This event cannot be held without all of you, those that 
attended and those that worked.  For those that worked,  I 
truly appreciate all your hard work.  Those that attended, 
thank you, I hope you all had a great time Tell your friends 
and come back again next year.  Those that did neither, 
shame on you – you missed a great hamfest – don’t let 

Mother Nature scare you.  She really is tricky. 

Thank you to Byron, K2BD and Stormy, N2VLS for great 
hamfest signs. If I missed any volunteers, I am sorry – I 
tried to write everyone down, but I may very well have 
missed a few.   

Friday set up:  Faith Gray (cooking sausage, peppers, 
onions and home fries), Al, KA1IEG; Jim, K2LM set up 
talk in station; Dave, NR2J purchasing food; Bill, 
KC2NXG; Byron, K2BD; Jeff, KC2SDS; Pete W2BEW, 
Jim, KF2K staying overnight and working the gate 
Saturday morning; Lenny W2WA hanging and taking 
down all the directional signs. 

Food booth:  Faith Grey, our breakfast cook; Nancy 
Margadonna, our lunch cook; Don, WA2OIQ; Tim, 
N2BMX; Dave, NR2J; Byron, K2BD; Fred, W2EMS; 
Debbie Lake; and Jeff, KC2SDS 

Gate: Jim, KF2K, Al, KA1IEG; Mark, KA2FBZ; Bob, 
KB2TBB; Bill, KC2NXG; Ernie, KC2BYD; and Byron, 
K2BD 

VE’s:  Jim, KG2H; Jim, K2LM; Frank, KA2QYE; Dave, 
AA2PS; Ed, AB2XA; Larry, KC2BLC; and Rich, WZ2D. 

Club table:  Pete, W2BEW; Dennis WA2JWO, Cathy, 
KC2DOG 

Talk in station:  John, W2QCY and Cathy, N2HSC 

Fox hunt:  Mike, KC2SWF and Dennis WA2JWO 

Next year the 
hamfest chairman 
will be Al, KA1IEG, 
please give him the 
support you have 
given me for the 
past years.   

Darlene, N2XQG
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Upcoming Meeting Programs 

OCTOBER 13—SCARA Club Meeting 

            Wilton EMS, Jones Rd, 7:30 PM 

The topic for this month’s meeting will be a review of 
the Hamfest, while it’s still fresh in our minds. What 
did we do right? How can we make it better? 

Overall attendance continues to decline somewhat each 
year, but we’re still doing well. How can we improve 
promotion to a wider audience? Is there something we 
could add to the Fest to make it more interesting? 

We won’t have Darlene next year, so we’ll have to start 
planning now to cover many of her bases with other 
members. Bring your best ideas! 

Got any ideas  for upcoming programs?   
Talk with Dave, NR2J, and let him know what you’d 
like to see and hear at future meetings. 

 Upcoming Public Service Events 
( Ed, AB2XA—PSE Chair) 

CLIFTON PARK DUATHLON—Sunday, Oct. 19 

Still need about 8 hams with HTs to help with this 
event. Contact Fred— fhalley@hanys.org 

GALWAY WALK - Appreciation: 

I’d like to thank everyone who worked on the Rosie’s 
Walk for Diabetes event. Thanks to Henry Christopher-
KB2STR, Larry Eaton-KC2BLC, Bob Hoefinger-
N2WDY, Dennis Kagal-WA2JWO and Bill Proctor-
KC2NXC. We were able to man 
all posts and there were no incidents. Here’s a picture of 
my Radio Shack HTX 252 used as net control station.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you,    Rick N2WDZ 

Board Meeting & General 
Meeting—September 8, 2008 

I have a confession to make. I cannot find my minutes 
from the Board Meeting in September. I just bought a 
house, and I’m getting ready to move in October. 
Somewhere in one of these many boxes that surround 
me are the meeting minutes, but I haven’t found them. 

The overarching topic at the September meeting was the 
upcoming HamFest that was less than week away. We 
discussed every major task that needed to be carried out 
and designated people for those tasks. Some of those 
many items included: 

�  Setup on Friday and overnight security 

�  Selling tickets at the gate 

�  Preparing and serving food 

�  Handling the club table, with ticket sales for both the  

    door prize and a 50-50 raffle 

�  Taking dues payments for new members and renewals 

�  Talk-in on 2-meters 

�  Announcements throughout the event 

�  Handling the Fox-Hunt 

�  Clean-Up after the HamFest 

Meeting attendees volunteered for all of the necessary 
tasks, and the meeting was adjourned once all tasks 
were covered. As a result the HamFest was a great 
success — again. 

Weekly Radio Net 
Please join us on the air each Sunday evening at 7 PM for 
our weekly net. This regular gathering offers on-air 
practice in net operation in preparation for emergency 
situations. It also provides timely information to area 
amateurs, and serves as a forum for selling/swapping gear 
and discussing topics in a formally directed net 
environment. 

The 147.00 and 147.24 repeaters are linked by the 448.225 
MHz machine during this net, so feel free to check in on 
any of these repeaters. PL tone is 91.5 Hz. 

We are looking for volunteer Net Control Stations for the 
Sunday evening net. It’s easy. Just keep track of the 
check-ins and give everyone a chance to talk. 

Trading Post 

FOR SALE:   From a Citizens Band repair shop: 
Radios—both 23 & 40 channel, other supplies &  
parts such as resistors, heat sinks, antennas and 
other items.  Call 376-6340 if interested.  
Rick — N2WDZ 
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News from ARRL 
Compiled from ARRL Letter and www.arrl.org 

 

Canadian and US hams provide "textbook 
example" of amateur radio's EMCOMM role  

On Sunday, September 27, the VoIP Hurricane Net 
http://www.voipwx.net/ formally activated at 5 PM EDT 
to provide surface reports as Hurricane Kyle affected 
portions of extreme Northeastern Maine, New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, Canada. The activation was 
in coordination with WX4NHC http://www.wx4nhc.
org/, the Amateur Radio Station at the National 
Hurricane Center, to support their operations for 
Hurricane Kyle. 

"The Canadian Maritimes rarely get hurricanes, but we 
received some of our highest quality wind data every 15-
20 minutes, as well as damage reports from radio 
amateurs in the area. They did a fantastic job," said 
Director of Operations for the VoIP Hurricane Net Rob 
Macedo, KD1CY. "We reached out to many of the IRLP 
and EchoLink stations in this area and the response rate 
from those amateurs connecting to our Net was 
extremely high."  

The storm downed trees and wires, prompting power 
outages over portions of Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick, Canada. A measured wind gust to near 95 
MPH was reported in Lockeport, Nova Scotia by a ham 
radio operator with a weather station within a couple 
hundred feet of the coast of the Atlantic Ocean. 
 

IARU-endorsed booklet promoting ethics, 
operating issues, now available 

A 67-page booklet, "Ethics and Operating Procedures 

for the Radio Amateur" by John Devoldere, ON4UN, 
and Mark Demeuleneere, ON4WW, is available for free 
download from the ARRL Web site http://www.arrl.org/
awards/dxcc/Eth-operating-ENarrl-SITE-1jul2008.pdf. 
This is an "Americanized" version of the booklet the 
authors wrote for an international audience. 
 

Sunspot Update 

The sunspot appearance reported last week seems to 
follow the pattern emerging for most of 2008. A spot 
will appear for one or two days and then suddenly it is 
gone. Last week's report mentioned the solar wind being 
at an all time low. This week, NASA announced that so 
far, 2008 is the "blankest year of the space age," with 
more than 200 spotless days.   
WE NEED MORE SUNSPOTS, FAST! — Ed 
 
 

 
HamFest Memories 

 

 

Our Brand New Sign 

 

The Gate Keepers 

 

Talk-In Station  
& Repair Kit 

Who Will Buy 
These Treasures? 

 

Sign ‘Em Up! 



WA2UMX ON THE INTERNET 

The club has a website at: 

http://www.wa2umx.net. 
Here you will find the latest 
club news 
and events. 

    The club operates two 2- 
meter repeaters. The 147.24 
repeater is located 15 miles 
west of Saratoga Springs at 
Lake Nancy. This repeater has a 
members-only phone patch.
The 147.00 repeater is located 10 miles north of 
Saratoga Springs on Spruce Mountain, near Cor-
inth, NY. This repeater offers an “emergency” 
phone patch. These two machines, in combination, 
offer excellent North to South and East to West 
communications far beyond Saratoga County. 
These repeaters are linked together at various 
times by the club’s third repeater on 448.225 MHz. 

PL Tone for all club repeaters is now 91.5 Hz. 

Saratoga County Amateur Radio Association 
c/o Peter Miller—W2BEW 
36 East Grove Street 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020 

OFFICERS 
 

President: 
Darlene Lake N2XQG 
314 Louden Rd. Lot 84 
Saratoga Springs NY 12866 
dar@saratogaspringsny.us 
 
 

Vice President: 
(Currently vacant) 
 
 
Secretary: 
Peter Miller—W2BEW 
36 East Grove St. 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
petermil@aol.com 
 
Treasurer: 
Al Margadonna—KA1IEG 
924 Chestnut Hill Road 
Cambridge, NY 12816 
ka1ieg63@aol.com 
 
Radio Officer: 
(Currently Vacant) 
 

 

 

 

 

Sysop WA2UMX DX Cluster: 
Rich Casullo—WZ2D 
7 Crooked Street 
Charlton, NY 12019 
 
Directors: 
Dave Bargovic—NR2J           
676 East Line Road 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
sardelta@aol.com 
 
Dennis Kagel—WA2JWO 
147 Hayes Road 
Schuylerville, NY 12871-1836 
kadell@mybluelight.com 
 
Ed Kear III—AB2XA 
5424 Crane Road 
Galway, NY 12074 
ed@kear.net 
 
Byron Wilhoite—K2BD 
1 King Arthur Court 
Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 
k2bd@hotmail.com 
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More HamFest Photos 
 

September 13, 2008 

 


